
ai for all Web Scraper     Installation Guide  

 

This web scraper was coded using the framework Scrapy. Scrapy allowed us to focus our time coding the 

actual data extraction part of the web scraper without having to worry about other things such as 

threads, processes, or synchronization. It allowed us to be efficient with our time. 

In order to be able to run the web scraper, a few dependencies must be installed. 

 

Requirements 

- Python 3.5+ 

- Works on Linux, Windows, Mac OSX, BSD 

 

Installation  

The quick way: 

   $ pip install scrapy 

See the install section in the documentation at 

https://docs.scrapy.org/en/latest/intro/install.html for more details. 

 

Documentation 

Documentation is available online at https://docs.scrapy.org/ 
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How to run the scraper 

1. Open the terminal 

2. Navigate to the folder "Web Scraper" inside the "Source Code" directory 

 

 

3. Run the scraper (the spider we are working with is called testfile): 

 $ scrapy crawl testfile 

 

        

This will run the spider 

4a. Input a product category such as “shoes”, “watches”, “pants”, “phone case”, etc. 

 



4b. Receive an output. The following is a sample output. If Amazon does not include some information 

on its page (such as dimensions in this sample), the particular attribute will be empty. The scraper can 

be modified to output any number of items ranging from 1 to as many as it finds (usually around 50-60).  

 

Alternatively, store the results in a json file by running this command: 

      $ scrapy crawl testfile -o results.json 

Or in a .csv file: 

      $ scrapy crawl testfile -o results.csv 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How to modify number of outputs 

1. Navigate to testfile.py following this path:  

Source Code -> Web Scraper -> ws_senioproject -> spiders -> tesfile.py  

2. In the testfile.py file, navigate to line 53 where you’ll find this code: 

 

3. Add brackets after (‘@href’) such that it looks like this: (‘@href’)[0:9].extract() 

This means that the web scraper will return 9 items. Change it to any number such as:  

 

This will cause it to return 20 items. Remove the brackets and it will return as many items as it finds 

(usually 50-60 items) 

 


